SELLERS 


The Semi-Monthly Book Review 


10, No. 


Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


i350 


OCT 


Editor 
John Jacklin, S.J. 


Associate Editors 
Leonard Wolf, Ph. 
Eugene 
(Catholic University) 


Business Manager 
Mildred Norton 
(Assistant Librarian) 


15, 1950 


LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 


Tilsley, Frank Champion Road 
Messner. Sept. 29, 1950. 563p. $3.50. 

The central figure and the narrator this story 
Jonathan Briggs, born and raised the Lancashire 
village Tollerton Clough. The bitter poverty, fear 
insecurity and grinding toil mill town did not 
break him; met the realities life head and 
grew tough, aggressive and smart. His cynical, hard- 
bitten Grandad implanted him early two traits that 
shaped his life: grasping materialism and twisted 


view marriage. tricked Jonathan out his child- 


hood savings, thus breaking the boy’s heart and reset- 
ting with lust for gain; and dinned into his head this 
view women: “The first thing women soon 
got you wed try and alter you into the sort 
chap they really wanted. you let they despise 
you for the rest your life. And you don’t let ’em 
they nag you the end your days” (p. 137). 


When Jonathan married Nellie after sub- 
duing her drunken and murderous father, the stormy 
dialectic their home life seemed bear out his 
Grandad’s cynicism. the birth their first child 
Peggy and her subsequent tragic death could not weld 
into unity such opposing personalities: Nellie the 
obstinate, faithful housewife who wanted husband 
she could protect and guide, and looking askance 
his growing financial success; and Jonathan with his 
independence, resenting Nellie’s attempts 
mother him, and frustrated because his ruthless pursuit 
wealth left Nellie completely unimpressed. She 
wanted her weekly allowance and snug, secure home; 
wanted power and something lot more elaborate 
fora home than their little place Champion Road. 


After serving the first World War, Jonathan threw 
himself with tremendous energy into money making 
career, speculating, building, pyramiding his profits and 
weathering the depression the early The birth 
his son Stevy still failed make success his 
and yet succession mistresses—the cheap 
widow Betty Gray, Eva, the beautiful wife 
Raymond Kempshaw, business associate, and world- 
and intelligent artist, Geraldine Forbes—never al- 
tered his admiration and affection for Nellie, nor made 
him even dream leaving her. After service the 
second World War seeks build once again his 
Prosperous business, Stevy meanwhile joining him 
financial manipulation, bribery, and slick 


dealing just manages pull through the greatest 
crisis his life when, his dismay, Stevy falls love 
with his father’s mistress Geraldine, and order 
bring the boy his senses and the arms his child- 
hood sweetheart Janet, Jonathan deliberately goes into 
bankruptcy, adroitly convincing his son that this calam- 
ity the result the boy’s mismanagement. 

The story closes with chastened Stevy, and with the 
removal the obstacle that had stood between Nellie 
and Jonathan: his complete dedication the pursuit 
wealth. And the two old people, once more 
happy together, face life they had started, with prac- 
tically nothing but their mutual love, which proves 
The story abounds characters and inci- 
dents too complex summarize, but all them com- 
pletely under the control the author, who knows 
how weave into coherent and balanced pattern 
vast number threads. 


There nothing profound about this book; indeed the 
remarkable thing that, although hardly ever rises 
above the level neighborhood gossip and homely 
philosophy, still holds the reader’s interest. This 
principally because Mr. Tilsley’s ability create 
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convincing people: Grandma Pilling and her great 
triumph the only person who ever humiliated Jona- 
than; Jonathan’s pathetic sister Ethel who loses her 
mind; Abe Duckworth, the crass moneylender; Nellie’s 
sister Dorothy and her ineffectual husband Ernest. 
page 514 there equivocal apology for illicit sexual 
relations, and there consistent implication through- 
out the book that Jonathan’s amoral adventures are 
admirable tokens his vitality, although this never 
explicitly stated. Mature readers who enjoy their rec- 
reation the half-thousand page length will di- 
verted Champion Road. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—OCTOBER 
SELECTION 


Hodgins, Eric Blandings’ Way 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 1950. 314p. $3.00. 

About four years ago Mr. Blandings created quite stir 
literary circles and filmdom when set out 
build his dream house. that time the New York 
advertising executive had decided move his family 
from its urban dwelling and settle the rural peace 
and quiet New England 
Way picks the thread soon after they are harbored 
their new surroundings, and reveals what happens 
when our hero tries become social force his new 
community. 

Apparently such closeness nature begins mellow 
Jim Blandings, and world atomic tension 
begins turn against his chosen profession. But while 
can see both sides every question, one seems 
understand take Mr. Blandings 
rally his efforts help the world are none too suc- 
cessful. First finds himself condemned com- 
munist when scientific essay written his teen-age 
daughter, Joan, brings the innocent child testify be- 
fore Congressional Committee. seems she made 
mention some Russian scientist and referred the 
work the Curie when buys out the 
local newspaper and becomes country publisher, the 
other half his enemies mark him the type 
capitalist who must liquidated all cost. 


But these are only part Mr. Blandings’ hard-earned 
woes. Elected the local school board, learns that 
that august body not interested education, but 
rather discussing heating and plumbing problems 
with the janitor. Then when turns farming, his 
life savings are decreased several thousand dollars. 
The final blow strikes him when his older daughter an- 
nounces her engagement the son over-pompous 
business associate. 

Yes, the country life and his generous offer improve 
humanity are hard Mr. Blandings. So, four years 
later the dream house put the market for sale, the 
family returns its former apartment dwelling, while 
our erstwhile man good will reconciles himself 
the remunerative task writing copy for luncheon 
spread and dog food. 


There’s need emphasize the fact that Eric Hodgins 
master spontaneous humor and high comedy. 
And pleasant find that can still laugh the 


Tilsley Hodgins Bonn 


4 


face the vital problems the day. But his 
difficult tell whether the author laughing 

Mr. Blandings’ efforts improve the social Book 

Furthermore not take too well his 

use profanity and his attempts arouse Trees 

from some broad vulgarisms. Lastly Mr. Hodgins The 

unhealthy habit making some not too sly remark 

Catholicism. Naturally those objectionable featurs 

will deleted before Mr. Blandings reaches the 

for the second time. The Lite 

or 

Manhattan College, White 

New York City Kon-Tik 

Bonn, John House the 


Doubleday. Sept. 21, 1950. 310p. $3.00. 


Unless you are student diplomatic history 
matters Mexican, chances are rather good that 


Mac Nutt. Yet was not only diplomat 
service our own State Department under the 
taryship James Blaine but was highly place covered 
papal chamberlain, man trusted three Popes 
the confidante many royal families. Exeter 
his diplomatic achievements were mean ones for the Lond 
given credit for settling the vexing question mis his 
sionary activities the Philippines when 
from Spain America, for having built good will 
the Church Turkey, for having predicted the 
covery the bones Cortes and for having developed Cardinal 
the Master Plan which led the Lateran Treaty ter 
minating the Papal imprisonment and establishing th: fabulous 
Pope the independent sovereign the Vatican 
Yet Francis Mac Nutt was forced resign from both 
his posts, was unjustly calumniated and even regarded 
his life “house built upon the sands”, record Kenelm 
permanent achievement. But, quote the lax} lat 
paragraph the book “It was all twenty years late 
that the bones Cortes were found the spot All 
had told them they would be. was the nex} which 
pontificate that the ancient rites the prepared 
Church Constantinople were celebrated with easy 
Rome. But within the year after the death Francs} Then car 
Mac Nutt the great bronze doors the Vatican 
were rolled back and Pope Pius stepped forth which 
biographical novel and using some the 
niques the psycho-historian Father Bonn has cap traced 
tured the flavor the days Mac Nutt and has writ 
rowned 
his way 
BEST SELLERS issued the Library, orderly 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania tain, 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; only one 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Entered second “built 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March eminentl 
1879. Copyright, 1950, the University Scran- 
ton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. has been 
Symbols Classification: Suitable for General 
Reading. Adults Only, because of: Advanced 
Content and Style; Language Incidents. 
Permissible for Discriminating Adults. Not Pantheon. 
literature 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Across the River and Into the 
Trees (IIb) 

The Cardinal 

Floodtide (IV) 

The Spanish Gardener (Ila) 

Jubilee Trail 


Hemingway Oct. 
Robinson Apr. 
Yerby 

Cronin 

Bristow 

Williams 


Owen Glen 
The Little World Don Camillo Aug. 


The Legacy (Ila) June 
World Enough and Time (IIb) July 
White Witch Doctor (Ila) Stinetorf Aug. 


Kon-Tiki (1) Heyerdahl Sept. 
Little Princesses (1) Crawford Aug. 
The Mature Mind Overstreet 
Dianetics (IV) Hubbard Oct. 
The Story Ernie Pyle Miller 


ten book absorbingly fascinating any this re- 
has dealt with some time. Beginning with 
Francis’ early life Richmond, Indiana, where dis- 
covered the one “real value” the Real Presence, the 
story carries through his rather aimless student days 
Exeter and Harvard, his first European experiences 
the London Oscar Wilde, Alma-Tadena and Whis- 
his inability maintain relations with his grand- 
parents and then his advent Rome and his reception 
into the Church. The story carries througi his in- 
troduction the “Black Society”, his introduction 
Cardinal Manning, his return America, his desire for 
the priesthood, his education Mexico under the 
fabulous Abbé Fischer who wished him pose 
son Maximilian (facial resemblance the Habs- 
burgs was potent point Francis’ whole subsequent 
career), his return England where lived with Fr. 
Kenelm Vaughan the first candidate for entrance 
into later discarded congregation expiation and his 
abandonment plans for the priesthood. 


All this takes most the first half the book 
which Francis revealed man promise, man 
prepared for many things but man restless and un- 
easy because has found nothing real life. 
Then came the opening the diplomatic career, service 
his country and finally disgrace, disgrace from 
which was finally able vindicate himself. 
career Papal diplomat followed and therein 
traced somewhat the degeneration Europe leading 
World War Disgrace followed him here but 
again vindication followed and his major achievements 
crowned his work. Happiness marriage also came 
his way and certain measure peace calm, 
orderly and helpful life but his death was cer- 
tain, despite repeated assurances the contrary, that 
only one aspect, faith the “Real Presence”, had 
“built his hounse upon the rocks”. Father Bonn 
commended for his labors producing book 
eminently readable about American whose career 
has been eminently neglected. 


Bacchelli, Riccardo 
Pantheon. Sept. 16, 1950. 


The Mill the 


591p. $4.00. 


Wood Krutch has recently said that “The great 
literature which neither information nor diversion 
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nor polemic the record the joys and sorrows and 
passions men, what they live for and by, what 
hopes and faiths have sustained them.” this so, 
then Riccardo Bacchelli has written novel which 
touches least the periphery that literature called 

The Mill the deals with the humble lives three 
generations the Scacerni family from 1812 1872. 
larger sense, involves the political vicissitudes of. 
the city Ferrara under Austrian, French and Papal 
pressures. Finally, from the foreshortened focus 
little people and local affairs, sheds all-enveloping 
light upon the entire framework Italy’s history under 
the stress and the strain unification. 

Like many epic, the theme fundamentally simple. 
Lazzaro Scacerni returns from the Napoleonic disasters 
Russia start his mill the Po. His marriage with 
Dosolina produces Giuseppe, cowardly son who drives 
ruthlessly shrewd bargain. Giuseppe 
bookkeeper, chilled the avarice that makes him un- 
recognizable, even unknowable the warmly affection- 
ate father. However, Giuseppe’s son, Lazzarino, 
who vindicates the family soldier-strain dying the 
cause Garibaldi. 

The fight against flood and famine, against the threat 
local racketeers and foreign soldiery, the struggle 
keep the mill operating the symbol life and sus- 
tenance, these are the conflicts that form the written— 
and unwritten—message the story. When the novel 
closes the scene Cecilia, Giuseppe’s wife, and her 
children starting again grind peasant’s grain after 
ravaging flood, there clean, definite note hope 
the air. human note, note that fortifies the 
human spirit because forms contact with all the 
things man that are enduring. 


There could hardly have been happier introduction 
Riccardo Bacchelli the American reading public 
than The Mill the Po. Despite the fact that the 
long historical novel with epic scope not distinctively 
for that matter Latin genre, the author 
has shaped the bulk his material with sure hand. 
has peopled his scenes with living characters, au- 
thentic their finger tips, and prodded them actions 
naturally dramatic. The ease his writing comes out 
fully the translation, though one would have wished 
that English could supply some the raw immediacy 
the passages dialect. 
The adult reader will certainly enjoy the hours 
spends the banks the Po. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York 58, 


Williams, Charles 


Pellegrini Cudahy. 


Shadows Ecstasy 
Sept. 11, 1950. 260p. $3.00. 


Several Englishman Williams’ later novels have been 
published prior this the United States, and have 
been critically acclaimed for their macabre themes and 
theological overtones. The preternatural rubs shoulders 
with the supernatural and the cabalistic most 
them, and most them, one never quite sure 
just where author Williams’ sympathies really are. 
Which course, makes Williams’ novel stimulating 
topic for polite conversation among the literate, and 
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vice versa. Shadows Ecstasy is, have been told, 
earlier product Mr. Williams’ facile pen and 
thinking than All Hallows’ Eve Descent Into Hell. 
is, certainly, not sustained powerful the two 
reputedly later works. 

The tale fantastic with obviously serious and sincere 
overtones. Into circle Londoners— 
which includes poetry professor Roger 
equably beautiful wife Isabel, stomach specialist Sir 
Bernard Travers, Isabel’s somewhat psychopathic sister 
Rosamund Murchison who engaged Sir Bernard’s 
son, Philip, and Philip’s godfather, Anglican priest Ian 
Caithness—come rumors uprising Africa, 
against the European white domination, uprising 
latent and powerful primitivism against the very funda- 
mental Christian truths. Rumor confirmed 
startling series events that have their storm center 
enigmatic Nigel Considine, who admits has lived 
two hundred years and expects live indefinitely 
completely calculated discipline egoism, the control 
and channeling all experiences into one’s 
posedly, Considine believes that one grows old giving 
one’s self others. is, therefore, unequivocally 
opposed altruism, and particularly the Christian 
mandate love others for the love God. Sum- 
med up, (as never thus crudely the author), 
Considine’s dogma would read “Love yourself for your- 
self alone and thus you will achieve longevity, and 
logically, 

Considine’s reasoning much elaborated the pages 
this book; much so, that Mr. Williams seems 
have been half taken his own fancy. Sir Ber- 
nard’s cynicism, with only vestigial traces Chris- 
tian philosophy and moral; the Reverend Ian Caith- 
ness’ forthright and somewhat fumbling enbodiment 
“muscular” Christianity; Roger Ingram’s rational 
romanticism are hardly match for Considine. Only 
Isabel seems know the secret resisting Considine’s 
paganism. She almost completely selfless her love 
for her husband. 

tribal chieftain, Inkamasi, introduced 
king from inmost Africa, who had been baptized 
Christian and educated Oxford, but has fallen under 
the hypnotic power Considine who intends make 
him the figurehead the new Empire. rescued 
from Considine’s London house Roger, Philip and 
Sir Bernard and exorcised Anglican 
Caithness’ Archbishop. The episode hardly credible, 
but then none the tale any more credible. 
the truth behind the allegory which counts with au- 
thor Williams and contrives cleverly enough 
screen from too-obvious view. 

The death fabulously wealthy Rosenberg shakes the 
economic security Europe and leaves 
treasure jewels two pious old men whose ambition 
rebuild the Temple Jerusalem and stud the 
sanctuary with gems. 

How the invulnerable Considine finally destroyed 
and the situation saved, least for the time, for the 
reader discover. 

Shadows Ecstasy tantalizing and different fare for 


mature readers. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Gill Wickenden 


Gill, Brendan The Trouble One 
Doubleday. Oct. 1950. 314p. $3.00. 


good deal the craft fine writing went into 
making this story, and some tantalizing 
was employed, too. The reader may collect but 
not catalogue the facts the story until all are 
the tale nearly complete, and then learns that 
has something like the following: narrative 
somewhere the upper eastern part the 
States, the present time, involving small group 
relatives, friends and associates Doctor and 
Elizabeth Rowan, the latter deceased before third 
the volume has been covered. 
Lovable, patient and childishly sincere even 
maturity, Elizabeth Rowan dying cancer. She 
the efficient professional ministrations Doctor 
and Nurse Gately, and the officious visitations 
self-centered and mischievous sister, 
sick woman handles the occasional visits her thre 
children with delicacy and fortitude, toys 
with too timid curate, Father Degnan, about the 
her soul, friendly and disarming with Nurse Gate 
ly, whose relations with her husband, Dr. Rowan, 
she aware, and suffers her foolish sister gladly. With 
her death, the relationships all concerned move inti 
their proper focus about her husband. Doctor 
has been loved by, has made love to, all the chie 
women characters the story. 
tender note farewell which Elizabeth left the 
spurs him into course action that stuns the 
relatives and friends; turns them all out his 
heme, and spends the night with only his 
present the house death. Doctor Maher and 
Nurse Gately, their duties over, engage the scene 
unabashed sensuality for which they have been heading 
All the important personages this story are Catholics 
but between the great breadth their faith and 
miserably small self-seeking there tremendous 
one them, with the exception Elizabeth 
Rowan, finds any enthusiasm zest goodness. 
they are the surface normal Catholics, 
the outward duties which their faith demands and 
small decencies which society expects. When 
facade normalcy has been chipped away 
author’s impish and persistent exposure their 
ness, what remains not pretty sight. Neither 
the picture the fifty-year-old Doctor Maher caught 
the toils his hesitantly encouraged 
This tale has unpleasant undertone 


pessimism. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Wickenden, Dan The Dry Season 
Morrow. Sept. 20, 1950. 437p. $3.50. 


Paul Davey, thirty, has face “oddly guileless 
gentle”, one which would suggest past which had 
been ordinary and untroubled. “This may,” the 
thor writes, “be the age the tough, the cynical, the 
derisive, the disillusioned; the self-consciously 
But one still encounters faces like Paul Davey’s, again 
and again, anywhere the United States.” 
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words more than characterize the protagonist; they 
suggest the tone quiet optimism, confidence, and 
sense balance which pervades this skillfully am- 
novel. The serenity this passage suggests, 
course, more apparently than real; rather, one 
achieved after struggle. For one thing, when first 
America. journey whose object his meet- 
ing with himself for the first time. 


dream—for this book life and the dream merge into 
one another, and the past sifts constantly into the 
encounters his Guatemalan lake the 
inevitable colony Anglos. soon discovers that 
they too, beneath their holiday air and their devotion 
either commercial serious art, are “obsessed 
death and soon “Don Pablo” them 
all, valued for his gentle common sense and for being 
one who can help them all sharing their confidences. 
does not occur them that has problems his 
own, and only gradually they learn that 
widower, his wife having committed suicide two years 
before fit remorse over having been unfaithful 
him. Meanwhile the colony—writers, painters, 
just dabblers art—live their not-quite-harmless, 
not-quite-vicious way. They succeed pretty well 
eluding themselves, escaping thought. Paul 
realizes, “to talk about God embarrasses has 
become like discussing indecencies. Except that in- 
The Dry Season is, among other things, love story. 
Some hundreds pages flashback and scenes 
local color separate Paul and Deborah Neill from their 
obviously fated discovery one another. takes 
unconventional, but otherwise proper enough, trip 
the ruins the Mayan civilization bring them to- 
gether. Their story slick and patterned one, “com- 
its easy stereotypes, and not particularly 
exciting. the same time, use elaborate flash- 
backs, dream-techniques, and the juxtaposition the 
values the civilization the Anglos contrast 
hose Indian ways (judged far superior), Mr. Wick- 
enden after something “big”. But does not come 
off. His book technically interesting and more than 
merely proficient, but lacks substance and final sig- 
nificance. 

The reasons for Mr. Wickenden’s failure achieve 
stature for his novel lie the questions raises and 
the answers gives. His treatment the reasons 
why Guatemala must prove only temporary refuge 
for his North Americans superficial and lightly ro- 
mantic. For the troubles man’s spirit has 
answer, water relieve the dry season. ro- 
manticizes the Indian and misunderstands the 
His church interiors are equipped with candles, statues, 
and awesome darkness, but tabernacles. What 
Santayana said Browning’s Italy may, for similar rea- 
sons, said the author this book—he paints 
decapitated country without her religion; his vision does 
not mount her head. But should not unre- 
garded that here attempt, least, deal with 
serious problems without wallowing the morass 
sex which the contemporary novelist has taken for his 
province. This book is, adult standards, remarkably 
“clean”, but also empty. The book’s involved 


technique flashback may make bumpy going for all 
but practiced adult readers; them can recom- 
mended, though not warmly, kind serious 
escapism. 
Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


* 


Eric Psychoanalysis and Religion 
Yale University Press. Oct. 18, 1950. 119p. $2.50. 

the beginning its development psychoanalysis was 
branch medicine and its aim was cure sickness. 
According Dr. Fromm, however, the analyst 
achieve lasting and not merely symptomatic relief, 
must analyze the person’s character and help the patient 
the process character re-orientation. Mental sick- 
ness cannot understood apart from moral problems. 
This viewpoint brings the problem the relation- 
ship between psychoanalysis and religion, which the 
author tries analyze the twenty-sixth series the 
Terry Lectures given Yale University. 

the analyst and care for character diffi- 
culties, his judgment will influenced his philos- 
ophy and his system values. may maintain the 
view that adjustment the aim analytic cure. 
adjustment meant conformity socially accepted 
patterns, person’s ability act like the majority 
people his culture. Dr. Fromm believes that the 
function the psychoanalyst not adjust- 
ment counselor but physician the soul. His posi- 
tion based the premise that there are immutable 
laws, inherent human nature and operative any 
given culture, laws which cannot violated without 
serious damage the personality. These moral laws 
constitute the common core all religions: man must 
strive recognize the truth; must independent 
and free; must love his fellowmen; must listen 
the voice conscience, distinguishing between good 
and evil. one violates his moral 
integrity weakens even paralyzes his total per- 
sonality. unhappy and suffers, whether his con- 
flict manifests itself abnormal symptoms merely 
the painful consciousness that leading empty 
and meaningless life. the restatement these 
fundamental truths, encouraging hear psycho- 
analysis speaking, even with traces Freudian accent, 
the language the spiritual directors, e.g., Ignatius 
Loyola his Discernment Spirits. This agreement, 
however, hardly complete. 

Dr. Fromm contends that present two professional 
groups are concerned with the soul: the pricsts and the 
psychoanalysts. What their mutual 
there identity interests between psychoanalysis 
and religion, assumed the conciliatory efforts 
Jung and Rabbi Leibman? should the accent 
put opposition, with Freud and Msgr. Sheen? 


The author answers this problem with distinction 
between what calls authoritarian and humanistic 
religion. The essential element 
ligion the surrender power over man, which 
entitled obedience not because any moral quali- 
tites but precisely because its supreme force. Not 
only Calvinism but all organized, traditional religion 


* 
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falls into this category, together with the secular re- 
ligions totalitarianism. fact, the monotheistic 
God Himself classified Fromm arbitrary 
despot. The more perfect God becomes, the more im- 
perfect becomes man. projects the best has onto 
God and thus becomes alienated from himself. This 
alienation, besides making man slavishly dependent 
God, also makes him bad. becomes man without 
faith his fellowman himself, without the ex- 
perience his own love, his own power reason. 
Psychoanalysis can have part with such religion. 


(Would Dr. Fromm surprised the saints and the 
countless multitude the faithful who profess them- 
selves children God and the Church joined him 
his procession the pyre burn this straw 
which has set up. Which prompts the thought that 
those who consider traditional religion myth, usually 
make its history fairy God the Church 
the ogre from whose clutches they are rescue that 
fair damsel, the human soul, the bright sword 
their reason. are attempting psychoanalyze 
the psychoanalyst?) 


What the humanistic religion which Dr. Fromm 
centered around man and his strength. 
God, spoken of, the image man, symbol 
man’s own powers. Religious experience this kind 
religion the experience oneness with the All, 
apparently after the manner Spinoza’s pantheism. 


Jesus cited illustration this humanistic re- 
ligion. simple and clear expression his non- 
authoritarian thinking quoted the precept: “The 
kingdom God within you” (Fromm evidently put- 
ting the accent you rather than within). There 
need wrangle over the interpretation single 
text. The theme the Father’s will, running con- 
sistently and deep through the life Christ, proof 
enough that was advocate homocentric 
religion. fact, the best comment Fromm’s book 
summed the two great commandments: “First, 
love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart and soul. 
Second, love thy neighbor thyself.” Here have 
the divine and human elements religion 
unity and also their order. have, addition, 
the proper religious attitude man toward God, to- 
ward his fellowman and toward himself—love. 
ligion neither authoritarian nor humanistic the 
sense Dr. Fromm. 


Fromm’s portrait the God religion carica- 
ture, his aspiration religion without God de- 
lusion. Without God the divine man becomes not 
paradox but contradiction, without explanation, 
without motive, without destiny. any wonder 
that, instead seeking “the experience oneness with 
the sells his birthright for the mess ma- 
terialism which Dr. Fromm loathes sets the idol 
totalitarianism which Dr. Fromm abominates? 


Cary, Joyce Fearful Joy 


Harpers. Oct. 1950. 343p. $3.00. 

Tabitha Baskett and Harry Bonser are the girl and the 
scoundrel Joyce Cary’s latest excursion into the joy 
living matter what costs. Abandoned Bonser 
statu quo, Tabitha reveals much the irrepressible 


Cary Faulkner 


bounce which the hall-mark the Cary character, 
She finds wealthy patron who diddles with the 
garde modern art; plunges madly into the editing 
ultra review thought and culture; attaches herself 
elderly manufacturer, and, her ventures blow 
one one, finds herself the dim edge poverty 
but again Bonser’s arms. 


This time Bonser marries her. Together they manag 
two roadhouses somewhat doubtful character. 
while, their son, born long ago, becomes Oxford 
prig who marries equally priggish young miss. 
conscionable sloven—despite the super-theories 
chology and child-education which she was raised, 


Joyce Cary did not succeed injecting all the wit 
The Horse’s Mouth into Fearful Joy. While his 
message the worth-whileness life and living 
concretely portrayed his characters, there 
mosphere dazed unreality that seems accompany 
them. This may because imitates the 
may because has broken away from them, 
either case, the fact remains that Tabitha bounces 
back after each disaster unscathed 
that she seems lose verisimilitude. Bonser type 
every Soho writer reader knows him. the 
Oxford prig. 


least eight critics have chosen Fearful Joy 
fiction currently worth reading, which itself 
also been found little long and little wearing. 
readers may find pleasant time-passer. They will 
not find very much else. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D, 
Fordham University, 
New York 58, 


Faulkner, William Collected Stories 
Random House. Aug. 21, 1950. 900p. $4.75. 


Random House has done readers valuable service in| 
publishing this collection Faulkner’s 
well printed and bound. The stories are organized 
into six sections: The Country, The Village, The Wil 
derness, The Wasteland, The Middle Ground, ané 
Beyond. Altogether there are included the 
volume forty-two stories, the shortest, Carcassone, 
scant five pages; the longest, All the Dead Pilots, 
one pages. The variety style and structure 
students who have had Faulkner checked off for them 
the champion writer longwinded, involved ser 
tences, whose obsession white decadence 
ing south, and whose moods are morose rather than 
tragic. True enough, has fondness 
parenthetical observations (not always entirely revelant 
even necessary) into the midst sentence and the 
reader unaccustomed punctuation thes 


“asides” “overtones” annoying, intrusive, disruptive 
But Faulkner master subtle prose rhythms; has 
rich vocabulary that muted but supple, 
sacrifice either color precision. stays closer 
the classic tradition than most his eminent 
poraries, but individual any them; and 
ably will outlast these influence and esteem. 
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Many his stories prove his uncanny ability see 
adult world with growing boy’s mind and heart. 
Others demonstrate his sympathy for the frailities in- 
herent humanity, rather for the humanity that re- 
sides, however small and smothered may be, even 
the most desperate and demoralized men and 
women. 

Some readers will shudder the casual talk canni- 
among the degenerate Indians who people the 
the section “The Wilderness”; the bitter 
portrayal bestial race hatred other stories. But 
the mature will recognize master storyteller, and per- 
haps come better appreciation one the top 
writing talents America this first half the twen- 
tieth century. 


Unruh, Fritz von The Saint 


Random House. Oct. 1950. 396p. $3.50. 

One the most beautiful, certainly one the best 
known letters Saint Catherine Siena describes 
her confessor, Father Raimondo Delle Vigne, the 
manner which she assisted the execution 
young Perugian painter, Niccolo Toldo. Niccolo had 
arrested and condemned death merely for 
speaking lightly the Sienese government. Before 
him, Sienese named Agnolo d’Andrea had been sum- 
marily executed without benefit trial for giving 
public banquet which had not invited single 
member the government. 


Toldo raged powerlessly his dungeon. refused 
prepare for death. Whatever priest monk ap- 
proached him, was repulsed with the 
Catherine got him. She reached not 
only his person but his heart. She says: “He made 
promise for the love God that when the time 
execution came, would with him. And 
promised and did and said me: ‘Stay with 
and not leave me. And cannot other 
than well; and die content’. And laid his head 


upon breast [next morning] waited for him 


therefore the place execution; then came, 
like meek lamb and, seeing me, laughed; 
knelt down with great meekness; and stretched out 
his neck and bent down over him, reminding him 


the Blood the Lamb.” 


Catherine held his head while the executioner lopped 
with axe. Blood spattered her garments but 
she held firm, comforting him the last. She de- 
him the block with divine sweetness, 


turning “back like spouse who has reached the thres- 


hold her new home, who looks round and bows 
who accompanied her, showing her gratitude 
that 


Fritz von Unruh has taken that incident and made 
ita novel “Sacred and profane love”. The novelist 
has made some strange interesting links the biog- 
the Saint. begin with, works the 
hypothesis that Niccolo was madly love with Cath- 
and did try his best seduce her. This, 
doubt, accounts for the “profane” element the love 
narrated. the other hand, Catherine, woman 
well saint, loved Niccolo return, but with 
“sacred” love. The author does not always make 


absolutely clear that Catherine loved Niccolo Christ. 


Unruh 


Buehrle 
Again, the writer uses the incident Anglo d’Andrea’s 
banquet excuse describe pagan banquet. Fur- 
ther, has Catherine attend the revels disguise sim- 
ply because Niccolo happens one the invited and 
she feels driven all costs watch over him, save 
him. Von Unruh has Catherine receive the stigmata dur- 
ing the course discussion between the Archbishop 
Siena and the commander company French 
lancers sent recover for France what supposedly 
the robe which Our Lord was wrapped when buried. 
Actually, she felt the pain the stigmata Fonte- 
branda the Church Santa Cristina while making 
her thanksgiving after communion. the anguish 
deprived her her senses, she cried out “Ah, Lord, 
let those marks 


Finally, Catherine’s head, after 
years marvelous preservation the Church San 
Domenico Siena, must have popped its eyes with 
amazement when the novelist anachronistically puts 
into her mouth the Protestant version the Lord’s 
prayer: “Our Father which art heaven for Thine 
the kingdom and the power and the glory. Amen”. 


This not say that the author has not written well. 
The whole book Catherine’s colloquy with her spouse 
Jesus. Her language with her Lord abounds the 
direct figures and the impassioned symbols that make 
ring with the authentic tone her letters. The at- 
mosphere which she lives and works breathes reality. 
The scene which she goes into coma because 
the stigmata and while unable move speak, hears 
the Archbishop and his devout companions literally 
cut her pieces for relics—her head for the church, 
her leg for that one, her hands, etc., etc.—this scene 
and her reaction will evoke many pious 
eminent degree what the critics call 
verisimilitude. 

But verisimilitude not enough when the whole hy- 
distortion. Catherine never knew Niccolo before his 
condemnation. She was not even Siena when the 
sentence was passed. this case verisimilitude tends 
create false impression—which self-contradic- 
tion, for the freedom the artist does not include 
freedom play with reality. truth not the object 
his art, then the word verisimilitude ceases have 
meaning and does art itself. 


The Saint anything but Song Bernadette 
Monsieur Vincent. One wishes only that the excellent 
craftsmanship, the fine powers perception, the intui- 
tion the author had been put use somewhat 
better basis. Granted the discrepancies, adults could 
safely enjoy this book. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York 58, 
* * * 


Buehrle, Marie 
Bruce. Sept. 11, 1950. 


Saint Maria Goretti 
$2.50. 


The canonization Maria Goretti June 24, 1950, 
was unprecedented the annals the Catholic 
Church. St. Peter’s basilica, the largest church 
Christendom, was unable contain the 250,000 per- 


164p. 


— 


120 


sons who wished attend, and therefore the first and 
most solemn part the ceremony was held outdoors. 
The homily Pius XII this occasion was perhaps 
the most moving address his whole pontificate, and 
his extempore prayer the new saint aroused tre- 
mendous enthusiasm. 


Marie Cecilia Buehrle, the author the first English 
life the saint, frankly admits the difficulties that she 
faced. Maria Goretti never went school and could 
neither read nor write. During her short life eleven 
years there were dramatic incidents, what are 
popularly called human-interest stories. 
rapher was, therefore, forced rely almost entirely 
upon the testimony eye-witnesses and relatives. Her 
main source information was Assunta, probably the 
only mother history who ever witnessed the canoni- 
zation her child. She also visited the Capuchin 
monastery Ascoli Piceno where Alessandro, the mur- 
derer, employed. Delicacy, however, prevented her 
from questioning him about the terrible event the 
Pontine Marshes July 1902, for which has 
been doing life-long penance. 


Miss Buehrle adheres the main facts the life 
the saint but she does not hesitate embellish them 
with vivid descriptions and dramatic 
this course she following the example some 
modern hagiographers, and even those who wrote 
about the virgins and martyrs the early church, 
Agnes and Cecilia. This method does succeed 
achieving her main purpose. She brings out clearly 
that Maria’s refusal yield the sinful lusts Ales- 
sandro was not due prudery human respect, but 
her love God and the fear offending Him 
sin. She has painted unforgettable portrait the 
saint during the twenty-four hours that she lingered 
after receiving fourteen Her main pre- 
was not with her own sufferings but with 
the soul her murderer. Her words forgiveness 
and her hope seeing Alessandro Heaven are but 
the echo her dying Master the cross. Another 
touching incident took place 1929 when Alessandro 
was liberated after twenty-seven years prison. 
hastened Corinaldo, the home Assunta. Not only 
did the latter forgive him, but Christmas day the 
mother and murderer knelt side side receive Holy 
Communion the very church where beautiful 
shrine had been erected honor Maria. 


This book can hardly called the definitive biography 
Maria Goretti, but deserves wide circulation. 
The teen-agers, who are surrounded many entice- 
sin, should made familiar with this eleven- 
year-old saint, who died rather than sacrifice the pre- 
cious virtue purity. Parents too, will well read 
and meditate upon the lesson Maria’s life. 
will make them realize that strong, simple piety 
the practice the Catholic religion, well-ordered and 
united family, love labor and daily prayers recited 
common, are the most effective antidote the secu- 
larism that far more insidious menace our Chris- 
civilization than atheistic Communism. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 
St. Clement’s Mission House, 
Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pa. 


Oliver Crabb 


Oliver, Robert Why War Came 
Fordham University Press. Sept. 25, 1950. 260p. $2.9; 
Mr. Oliver’s book obviously “quickie”, 
does little more than three months after the 
vasion South Korea. has both the virtues and 
the headlines newspaper. But, the othe 
hand, suffers from padding, some disorganization, 
hasty composition. 

The author discusses the problem Korea against 
background the entire problem Asia. 
back the beginnings Occidental penetration 
gives his trenchant views the ethics and wisdom 
various colonial policies. also covers briefly 
occurring after the Second World War. 


would expected, the bulk the book 
Korea, its history, its people, and its economic 
author avowed partisan the South Korean goy. 
ernment and friend President Syngman Rhee. 
discusses with sympathy the problems that 
land. Surprisingly, relatively kind dealing 
with American policy Korea and, especially, China 
Possibly his official relations with the South 
government inclined him toward restraint 
dence this matter. 

Nevertheless, concludes “that the way deal with 
Russia not weakness and hesitation, not willingnes 
sacrifice morality for what may seem 
ency, and not neglect what know should don 
for fear giving the Soviets offence. Such method 
did not prevent the crisis Korea; doubtful 
they can work better elsewhere” (p. author 
favors new world government which would 
the Soviet Union and its satellies. 


spite the limitations mentioned earlier, this 
contains much that valuable that can 
mended for general reading. the same time, 


could wish for another volume, composed more 
ly, which would probe more deeply the Orient and 
its relations with the West. 


Rev. John Cronin, 


Washington, 


* * 


Crabb, Alfred Leland 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 1950. 308p. $2.75. 


This pleasant, nostalgic story the South after 
dust civil war had settled and rebuilding had 
runs from 1876 1880 Chattanooga. There 
much tell way plot, for its interest lies char 
acter and local color, which are very well drawn 
Granny Blevins, knitting, rocking her 
and humming Baptist hymns, lovable, clear-headed 
old lady, filled with pungent memories the War and 
the Old South. Her granddaughter, Ruth, stands for 
the new generation and eventually marries Yankee, 
who becomes charming Granny any 
when she gets know him. her two sons, 
prosperous brickyard owner; Joe, clerk the 
house, thinks himself failure, but one the 
most attractive persons the book for his gentle, 
humor, and self-sacrificing love others. Other town 
characters are: Dr. Simms, mild tireless 
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doctor; Fountainblow, humorous and shrewd Creole; 
the Prophet, free-lance preacher, very odd figure 
Catholic readers goes about the streets declaim- 
ing from the Bible; the Calvert family, newly come 
Texas; and the new Yankees, Prentice Young, 
builder, Lee Chappell, banker, and many others, all 
combining give real sense the town life. for 
incidents have plague, feud, fire, three de- 
readable, optimistic book, kindly and sentimental, show- 
ing the healing old wounds and new growth the 
town. The author experienced novelist, and 
handles well cadences and turns Southern speech, 
which are agreeable the ear that recognizes them. 
can generally recommended, but especially 
those who like Southern stories. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 


Loew, Jacques, O.P. Mission the Poorest 
With Introduction and Epilogue Maisie Ward. Fore- 
word Archbishop Cushing. Sheed Ward. Sept. 18, 
1950. 184p. $3.00. 

her Introduction, Maisie Ward shows Pére Loew 
practical Catholic sociologist who unites proletarian 
mission with parish. her Epilogue, she presents 
Loew parish priest who lives with another 
Dominican, Jesuit, and secular priest. Indeed, 
unusual team. They live one the poorest districts 
Marseilles; two them out work support 
the four, and all four live their parishioners. This 
Epilogue gives good picture the modern tendencies 
found many the churches France and not 
peculiar only Pere Loew’s parish as, for instance, 
saying Mass facing the people, dialoguing the Mass, 
the reading some the ritual the vernacular. 
This movement was started the J.O.C. (Jeunesse 
Catholic Ouvriere) some years ago order bring 
closer unity between the clergy and the faithful. 


The nine chapters, divided into two parts, sandwiched 
between the Introduction and the Epilogue, are good 
translation Pamella Carswell “En Mission Pro- 
priest his early forties who has been worker-priest 
Marseilles since 1941. has taken the literal 
meaning the word Catholic working 
the factory common laborer, living hovels 
his fellow laborers, attempting solve some the 
poor working man’s difficulties not through long ques- 
but offering constructive program based 
the principles Christianity. 

the second part his book, Pére Loew insists that 
one must regard man the totality his life, good 
and bad alike. feels, from his own experiences, 
that daily and familiar contact with the laborer 
poor district the only possible means set those who 
have fallen back their feet again. The proletarian 
masses must rediscover the priest first and foremost 
who will defend them against injustices, who 
will lend hand when the burden daily life becomes 
too heavy. The priest live life according the 
Gospel, not form but fact and principle. Much 
has been said social reform and reform conduct. 


Loew Fletcher 


Pére Loew holds that the first fundamental social re- 
form that the “Parish becomes true community” 
and that reform conduct can only accomplished 
through “Direct day-to-day 

The last chapter the second part recalls some the 
personal experiences Loew parish worker 
priest. not part the original “En Mission Pro- 
létarienne” but has its importance. completes the 
picture. speaks Baptism, First 


Marriage and religious burial viewed the prole- 


tarian. One concludes that those whom contacted 
did not have minimum faith the essential truth 
religion. For the worker, these four practices were 
part folklore and nothing more. 


heart gripping book which may open the eyes 
many the material and moral misery the laboring 
The atmosphere the laboring class found 
Marseilles the same for Detroit, Chicago, New York 
any large city the United States. This book, writ- 
ten the basis experience and conviction, should 
find many sympathizers among our Catholics for at- 
tempts solve the problem capitalism and labor 
not Moscow would but Rome would. The solu- 
tion the struggle and the hatred between classes, 
which the shepherds Moscow incite, found 
Pére Loew’s book which brings Christ within the 
factory, within the hovel become home, within the 
heart the individual. Would that many Pére Loews 
could dedicate their lives our slums the United 
States and make them real hearths through Christian 
principles! 

Leon Baisier, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Fletcher, Inglis Bennett’s Welcome 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 1950. 451p. $3.50. 


Inglis Fletcher has now completed the sixth lap the 
seven book journey she has set herself chronicling, 
via the historical novel, the two hundred years Car- 
olina history and including the American Revolu- 
tion. Though sixth order appearance, this book 
second the chronological order, covering the Crom- 
wellian period the 1650’s while Carolina was still 
part Virginia and the Royal Governor, Sir William 
Berkeley, contended with Cromwell’s William Bennett 
for power. 

The events this story take place mainly England 
and Virginia with Carolina coming near the end. 
Richard Momington, Lord Coddington Manor, rides 
with Charles Cavalry and chief agent the 
King’s successful flight after the defeat Worcester. 
Captured, sent Virginia and indentured 
Stephen Bennett, nephew Cromwell’s governor. 
There learns new life, participates the Royalist- 
Puritan strife, loses his love for ambitious Kathryn 
Holder, wins his freedom duel, marries the youth- 
ful Sybil Jordan, who had stood him 
troubles, rescues the girl Tamar from cruel overseer 
and from his enemy, Nicholas Holder, explores the 
future North Carolina regions and resolves settle 
there place where free men can build new free 
vorld. Several objectionable incidents render the book 
suitable for adult readers only. 
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Sheed, J., Editor The Mary Book 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 27, 1950. $4.00. 


The indefatigable Mr. Frank Sheed has given an- 
other beautiful book, beautiful both physically and 
content. the previous collection, Saints Are Not 
Sad, Mr. Sheed has gathered together notable group 
authors, this time united praise Our Lady. 
Together with the essays, which are all modern 
authors, there are included numerous poems many 
centuries honor Mary and some thirteen reproduc- 
tions famous Madonnas—four full color and nine 
black and white. 
The book logically divided into three sections. 
Our Lady the perfect product and the culminating 
point the Old Testament, fitting that this first 
section should give two essays, Fr. Martindale 
and Mgr. Knox, the women the Old Testament 
who foreshadowed and typified Our Lady. Section two 
deals with the events her life from the Annunciation 
the Assumption. Fr. McNabb, O.P., Maurice Zundel, 
Paul Claudel, Sigrid Undset, Charles Journet and others 
are represented here. Thirdly, excellent group 
essays presents the story Our Lady the Church. 
Thus there are sections the growth her devotion 
and doctrine; others particular doctrines, The Im- 
maculate Conception, The story Lourdes and 
her other appearances the modern world are covered; 
and there are course several pieces the Rosary. 
Suffice say that well nigh every aspect Mariology 
treated. 
one who loves Our Lady can fail pleased with 
this fruit Mr. Sheed’s filial piety. One can regret, 
however, that the authors represented are all modern 
times. When one thinks the treasures Marian 
literature found the Fathers and Saints all 
ages—St. Augustine, St. Bernard, modern times St. 
Montford, one realizes that there much more 
Marian piety and doctrine than given here. But 
for what Mr. Sheed has given here should 
more than The combination doctrine, 
poetry and art makes this volume treasured. 
William Davey, 
Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 


Pascal’s Pensées, Bi-Lingual Edition, Translation, 
Notes and Introduction Dr. Stewart 
Pantheon. Sept. 21, 1950. 543p. $5.00. 

Pascal (1622-1662) strictly speaking was not philos- 
opher. was scholar the field mathematics 
and apologist Catholicism. gave himself 
the “Science only when undertook the 
defense Catholicism. Such science, such apol- 
ogy are closely related, linked might say. Human 
nature presents certain problems which, according 
Pascal, the Christian religion capable 
thermore, according him, man without Christianity 
cannot explained. 

After Pascal’s death, the heirs the family found 
among his effects large number unclassified notes, 
phrases, and sentences jotted down here and there 
bits papers. These were assembled and published 
fragments after many unjustified mutilations, under the 
title Pensées Pascal. Scholars have since proved 


Sheed Pascal’s Pensées 


Best 


that these “Pensées” were the notes great 
which was cut short death, work which was 
have been his masterpiece, complete apology for 
Christian religion. 

the first editions, Port Royal and the 
the family were careful suppress all sentiments 
lently Jansenistic tone, which might disturb 
religious peace the time. Generations later, 
attempted constitute the work along the lines 
Pascal had apparently planned. 

The late Dr. Stewart, Dean Chapel 
College, Cambridge, noted authority Pascal, 
lows the plan laid down Filleau Chaise. 
Perier, sister Pascal, had asked Filleau 
write preface the projected volume. did 
suit the taste Mme. Perier and she then 
this task her son Etienne, who abbreviated, and 
rowed from Filleau Chaise. However, 
separate work under the title “Discours sur 
Pascal”. Dr. Stewart presents the 
separation from matter different character, 
prayer and meditation 
Many scholars are inclined believe that this 
tation was that which Pascal had mind. 

The Apology divided into two parts: Part 
man bundle incompatible and contradictory 
ments; Part deals with the theme that man’s 
ness with God through Jesus Christ 
Whom there neither happiness nor justice. 

The Adversaria which forms the second part 
volume made fragments which lie outside 
the scope the Apology. Dr. Stewart calls “Adver 
sense occasional writings and that 
argument”. has arranged and grouped 
ological order: “Prayers, meditations and personal 
fessions, notes for Les Lettres Provinciales, for 
Miracles, for Lettres aux Roannez, (personal friend 
Factums, for Trois Discours sur condition des grands 
for Discours sur les passions for 
and language, and moralles 
The French spelling that the autograph. How 
ever, Dr. Stewart deemed necessary, and justly 
insert some punctuation which for 
proper understanding. The translation both 
Apology and the Adversaria excellent. Dr. 
has kept close the original French and has 
good modern English translation. The original 
quotations have also been translated into English. 
The notes both the Apology and the Adversaria 
found the back the book. Pascal was Jansenis, 
his Provinciales have been placed the Index. Dr. 
Stewart the notes states: “Pascal’s Jansenism needs 
bush; but whenever expresses opinion 
seems contrary thereto notify it—not out 
the sect for, like most Anglicans, have 
strong sympathy with those suffering saints, but the 
interest historical truth.” Furthermore, the Note 
frequently compares Pascal’s ideas with those 
Descartes, Charron, Montaigne and others. points 
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The book dedicated Prosper (1810-1887) 
edited most the works Pascal and who 
considered not only the French but critics 
other nations the pioneer the final edition 
Pascal’s work. Dr. Stewart follows the footsteps 
Faugere. presents Pascal’s works Pascal intended 
them presented. This work, not only because 
presentation the original but also because its 
excellent translation should found all libraries. 


Leon Baisier, K.S.G., Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson The Cost Best Seller 
Messner. Sept. 27, 1950. 126p. $2.00. 

Between Dinner Antoine’s and Joy Street, new 
novel with Boston setting announced for December 
Mrs. Keyes has paused for brief excursion into auto- 
biography. slim volume very candid informality 
expanded from the Monthly, she takes her 
reader behind the scenes show the trials, sacrifices, 
and drudgery that counterbalance the glamorous public 
best-selling novelist’s career. Though the 
account necessitates frequent examples from familiar 
hooks and thereby gives good picture sources and 
how novel put together, not intended 
literary growth. Similarly the considerable 
amount factual narrative does not make com- 
prehensive autobiography. Instead, conscious her 
title, Mrs. Keyes concentrates the price that life and 
often unreasonable public have exacted during both 
her apprenticeship and her years full success. Some- 
times the record grows almost into plea for sympathy 
and relief. 

School-girl ambitions, newspaper verse, magazine ar- 
ticles, and seventeen years fiction preceded the first 
seller and formed her literary vow: “that would 
never let any work leave hands which was not 
good knew how make it”. Part her 
ment the practice never writing about region 
without first settling it, mever treating historical data 
without first investigating the sources. Such program 
has been especially difficult for person condemned 
early spinal injury semi-invalidism, and much 
the cost Mrs. Keyes has paid for her success has been 
long sieges pain, confinement and medical care. 


assortment other payments are given individual 
chapters: nuisance correspondents begging for money, 
photographs, advice, and even cooking recipes; the de- 
pressing effect unfavorable reviews; stubborn readers 
who persistently identify imaginative characters liv- 
ing people; the fatuities autograph parties, interviews, 
and publicity arrangements; the constraint attend 
and sponsor social functions far beyond one’s prefer- 
ences even capacities. Worst all, Mrs. Keyes 
finds, the general invasion privacy that celebrity 
experiences together with the consequent lack time 
for personal affairs. 


None the less she happy with her lot, preferring 
wear out rather than rust out and satisfied that her 
labors yield comfortable independence even though too 
leisure with her family. She finds additional 


compensation reports the good her books fre- 
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quently have done well the many letters 
praise that offset critical complaints. Not least sustain- 
ing, too, the comfort practical and intelligent 
faith: have always considered writing part 
Catholic action.” 


Before the compensatory conclusion reached, how- 
ever, the litany trial and complaint necessitated 
the theme comes riskily close over-extending itself. 


Together with recurrent objections public unreason- 


ableness runs undertone resentment over failure 
win enthusiastic approval among professional critics. 
Mrs. Keyes particularly refutes charge that she “has 
never cared whether she wrote good English” report- 
ing her solicitous habits composition and dismisses 
other disparagements reflecting the sale her books 
even though one might wish for apologia 
founded more logical argument, that the pains- 
taking efforts brought forth more graceful prose, the 
book pleasantly saved constant sense humor 
that sees the funny side life’s trials and bores. 
message that successful writers are made, not born, and 
that even those who rise the top find writing “an 
exhausting and tearing thing” seems especially good 
medicine for the discouraged student beginner. 
lesson pain patiently borne, too, deserves general 


reading. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Ertz, Susan The Prodigal Heart 
Harpers. Sept. 1950. 305p. $3.00. 


substance, this story more than capful 
wind, small tempest British cup tea, which 
reaches its crescendo few whistling puffs bitter 
discussion, and dies away unsatisfactory calm. 
Medwin Blair, married and quickly widowed during 
the late War, the chief character; and the scene 
mainly London with few excursions other parts 
England. The time the present. 


the story opens, Medwin believes that her problem 
will solved she can take position secretary 
two wealthy women London, position which 
remunerative enough enable her care properly for 
her physically helpless mother. Her plan involves per- 
suading her bleak Communistic aunt, Louise, live 
with Medwin’s parents temporarily. Louise consents 
grudgingly, but her frank contempt for Medwin’s Mi- 
cawber-like father promises trouble. The trouble comes, 
and comes battalions. Medwin’s rachitic scheme 
does not solve her problem but complicates it. 


The two welathy women, Miss Lyddon and Mrs. Gres- 
ham, are possessive degree, and jealously conten- 
tious. Medwin caught between the millstones 
Miss Lyddon’s hard self-sufficiency and the lacrymose 
whining Mrs. Gresham. Medwin’s father quarrels 
with aunt Louise and comes London with hare- 
brained scheme for making fortune, while Louise 
abandons Mrs. Blair and returns her dull boarding- 
house. embroil matters further, and beyond repair, 
Medwin falls love with Robert Lyddon, unhappily 
married and regarded Miss Lyddon the epitome 
all that she hates. When Miss Lyddon discovers 
the friendship Medwin and Robert she flies into 


— 


| 
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rage, and then complete about-face, ends tears 
and sympathy for the young lovers. Medwin has 
learned the meanwhile that marriage with Robert, 
with whom she had spent week-end seaside hotel, 
impossible, and this note the book ends. 


The contrived conversion Miss Lyddon 
enough, flying the face all have been led 
believe that difficult character. But the debonair 
manner which Medwin enters into adulterous 
liaison with Robert more damaging. Had Medwin 
been represented less sturdily honest 
principled, her fall from grace would less surprising. 
Thinking back, one recalls that God was not promi- 
nent, except contemptuous exclusion, Medwin’s 
plans. The result the shocking realization that even 
good people Susan Ertz novel can get along with- 
out God and not miss Him. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Hunt, Marigold St. Patrick’s Summer 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 27, 1950. 273p. $2.50. 


St. Patrick’s imaginative tale written 
explain some the most important tenets the 
Catholic faith manner suited the minds 
children from ten fourteen years age. 


Michael and Cecilia, living semi-isolated section 
Shropshire, were brought together each day Miss 
Murphy’s cottage where she, retired schoolmistress, 
strove educate them. that there might story, 
Miss Murphy, otherwise adequate pedagogue, 
pictured without sufficient ability make the mysteries 
the faith intellectually acceptable her charges. 
Secretly, she calls upon St. Patrick for help, but was 
never know how perfectly complied with her 
request. For, later, the children picnic near-by 
woods, St. Patrick makes the first many appearances 
when would simplify the mystery the Trinity, 
the Hypostatic Union, and relative theological difficul- 
ties effectively had for the pagan Druids old. 


The second visitor encountered Cecilia and Michael 
Eve who describes the fall the angels, the creation 


Hunt 


Best 
the world and man, the fall man, the 
from Eden and the significance these events 
Adam’s posterity. Then St. Patrick returns with 
lesson the Sacraments, followed Abrahan, 
tell his role God’s redemptive plan and 
the sacrifices the Old Law. glimpse the 
Christmas Night climaxes previous discussions th; 
Immaculate Conception, the Annunciation, the 
demption, and the Incarnation itself, and fulfills 
Father’s promise told Eve that Satan 
crushed. 


good portion the story spent discussion 
the Mass, its origin, the derivation its liturgy and 
importance the lives the children. The 
between the Mass today, celebrated 
behind the Iron Curtain, Elizabethan England, 
the catacombs ancient Rome emphasized 
Sacrifice, characteristic settings, flashed before 
wondering eyes. 
The tale concludes with Cecilia’s introduction 
patroness, St. Cecilia Rome, who re-enacts her 
tyrdom, and with Michael’s discovery that one 
ancestors, Father Michael Wenlock, had died for 
faith during the reign Good Queen Bess. 
dentally, doubtful St. Patrick himself could 
been quite impartial his observations 
Tudor and Elizabeth. not likely that 
have dismissed the former “stupid” (p. 
empty country house taken over teaching 
nuns and intimated that, future, Cecilia 
least will receive more constructive religious 
than poor Miss Murphy could provide. 


The author has used clever flashback method tele 
vise momentous events the past for the children 
the dust jacket explains, young readers are 
out this world the antics Superman, what 
hinder St. Patrick, Eve, Abraham, David, St. 
and their heavenly friends from competing, mak 
the supernatural life attractive. Miss 
tions manage make some the things she saying 
twice interesting. fictional opus can replace th: 
simple catechism, but such books have their place for 
either class individual reading. This one wel 
worth while. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 
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